lishing. The character of the book has not changed at all, but there is a welcome reduction in length, if only of 15 pages. Unfortunately a goodly proportion of this is at the expense of the index.
As would be expected from the new editors, arteries and stomach receive the most attention and are thoroughly up to date. The rearrangement of the opening chapters is more logical, with the early stress placed on basic scientific principles; it would be an advantage to move the account of tumours and cysts to follow the chapters on blood and electrolytes and thus to precede radiotherapy.
Careful reading reveals a great many minor changes all bringing the text more up to date, and two whole pages are now devoted to leprosy. There is an enormous amount of factual material presented in a didactic manner so that it can be easily learnt, but not discussed, considered or used as a stimulus for further thought. This is an excellent revision book for the surgical student who has already received his initial training in the subject but it is not, despite the statement in the editors' preface, a good introduction to the fundamentals of surgical practice.
SELWYN TAYLOR
A Short Textbook of Venereology by R D Catterall MRCP(Edin) pp 198 illustrated 15s paperback 25s boards London: English Universities Press 1965 The developing series of inexpensive paper-backed books, published by English Universities Press and designed for more expendable use than traditional volumes, is well known and appreciated by its readers. The fact that venereal diseases have been included at such an early stage is indicative oftheir present increasing importance.
This concise book is a worthy addition to the series. While no complete substitute for the more comprehensive, photographically illustrated volumes available, it nevertheless succeeds admirably in covering the main diagnostic treatment and management aspects of disorders seen in venereal diseases clinics, with an excellent short summary, on which the author is to be congratulated, at the end of each chapter.
Line-drawings and diagrams are provided instead of photographs and do much to keep the cost low. Some of these, however, are rather elementary (e.g. a picture of a box of metronidazole tablets, in which, incidentally, the dosage instructions on the box are incomplete) and could be omitted or made smaller to allow for more text.
The size of the book precludes the detailed consideration of some subjects. The author disapproves of the epidemiological treatment of syphilis, avoids discussion of it in the management of gonorrheea and trichomoniasis, and ignores it altogether in the treatment of the endemic treponematoses; this is an unfortunate omission, for the treatment of asymptomatic contacts rather than improved diagnosis and treatment has been the very essence of the success of the mass campaigns against them.
However, these criticisms do not detract from the basic usefulness of the work, which certainly deserves to prove a successful venture for both author and publishers. R This short paperback is a good example of the additional value to be obtained from a symposium attended by experts when a well edited account of their deliberations is made available. The conference opened with a report by Carson of her biochemical survey of 2,920 mentally retarded patients: with urine testing about 5% were found to have abnormal amino acid metabolism, of whom slightly over half had phenylketonuria. Other speakers discussed the methods at present available for the detection of heterozygotes and the dietary treatments available.
Wilson & Clayton particularly stressed that some of the synthetic diets now being manufactured are deficient in vitamins and other items essential for growth and life. In addition to covering disorders with an isolated enzymatic defect such as phenylketonuria the conference turned to conditions like mongolism where there is a more generalized biochemical abnormality. It is remarkable to read of the number of biochemical defects to be found in mongols.
This must have been a fascinating conference and the editors are to be congratulated on producing such a valuable report of its work.
HUGH JOLLY
Fluid Balance without Tears by G L Bunton Mchir FRCS 2nd ed pp 29 illustrated 5s London: Lloyd-Luke 1965 Most students and many doctors find fluid and electrolyte balance a difficult subject and in practice often treat it as a mysterious rite which is to be avoided if at all possible.
They should consult 'Fluid Balance without Tears'. It is an interesting and easy introduction to these problems, the reader being carried along by the dogmatic enthusiasm of the author. Many homely illustrations enliven the text. The reader is encouraged to do quantitative calculations and there can be no mystery with this forthright approach. The text is full of common sense and practical judgment: for example, 'treat the patient and not his electrolyte values', 'err on the side of underhydration'. I enjoyed reading this condensed wealth of experience and I recommend it to students and doctors as being a good introduction to fluid and electrolyte problems. With increasing awareness of the immunological basis of many diseases, a more thorough knowledge of complement has become important to both laboratory workers and clinicians. This symposium, under the chairmanship of Dr Humphrey, provides a most searching review of every aspect of complement at the present time. The contributors have risen nobly to this unique opportunity of reproducing their original observations on such topics as the kinetics and mechanism of hmmolysis by complement, the biochemistry and synthesis of complement and studies of immune cell lysis with the electron microscope; more clinical contexts include the role of complement in the lysis of red cells in vivo and in bacteriolytic reactions. The discussions that follow each contribution are most penetrating and do much to enrich these very expert dissertations as well as to emphasize the remaining gaps in the story. It is apparent that the stage is not yet reached when a definitive nomenclature can be applied to the components of complement nor indeed are the functions and criteria of complement activity established undisputedly. The book is very ably edited with comprehensive references attached to each section. The atmosphere of informal discussion around a basic common theme is nicely maintained in the script, so that the reader does feel in some sense a participant. Certainly for anyone in the least interested in this subject, to be privy to such an exciting and informative meeting is well worth the expenditure of sixty shillings. This book records the papers presented and discussed at a small international meeting of selected workers in the field of dental caries. Some of the papers contain new material but
